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In summary

• £5bn cheaper

• 7 years sooner

High Speed Rail for Stoke-on-Trent will deliver the following benefits to the city and the region:

• A massive stimulus to the North Staffs economy creating thousands of new jobs• A massive stimulus to the North Staffs economy creating thousands of new jobs

• Put the city’s hub station within just 55 minutes of London

• Put the region’s businesses directly online to European markets

• Less environmental impacts – slashing the length of the proposed new high speed line 

through Staffordshire/Cheshire countryside

• Deliver the London - Manchester link 7 years early (by 2026)

• Deliver journey times to Manchester and Liverpool around 25 minutes faster than the 

published HS2 plan

• Free up capacity on the west coast mainline to allow better services to Stafford (including 

classic compatible HS2) and other regional destinations

• Cost the tax payer £billions less than other options



In summary

• £5bn cheaper

• 7 years sooner

• Supports earlier completion of Manchester Piccadilly• Supports earlier completion of Manchester Piccadilly

• Still allows HS2 connections to north and Manchester Airport in line with published 

proposals

• Net economic, environmental, social and health benefits to UK compared to published 

proposals

• Prevents the devastating impact of published proposals on N Staffs economy

• Removes blight from land from north of Stone onwards

• Removes HS2 trains from line through Stone in proposed ‘interim’ phase

• Reduces net noise impacts in Stone Town


